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Abstract 
This study on English Language issues in Open Education Resources  (OER) 
in Nigeria was carried out to evaluate the extent to which open educational 
resources i.e resources that are freely accessible, openly licensed and flexible 
could be used to improve English Language literacy in Nigeria. The relevance 
of the English Language was reviewed and the general desire to curb the 
commodification of knowledge by using OER was reviewed. How OER is 
useful in the teaching and learning of the English language today was 
reviewed. With Open Education Resources, lifelong learning worldwide use of 
ICT, mutual impacts among persons, events, and world through 
interconnectivity by English language and other world languages is 
guaranteed. But this has not been fully achieved yet in Nigeria partly because 
of the nature of the English language English being the most powerful driver 
for developing humanity globally will be made available to all through the use 
of open educational resources, irrespective of age, status, sex, locality, ability 
et c .Suggestions on how to utilize OER to achieve mass literacy in the English 
language were made. 

 
 All humans have a natural wish to communicate with other people. Their 
wishes may be to communicate facts, command, or requests, emotions arguments, 
sociable noises, magic, enquiry, pure joy in words etc.  Language is an important tool in 
the society because man needs it to express his experiences, emotions, and interact with 
other people in the society or in his environment (Omoniyi 2012 : 79) The primary form 
of language is the spoken medium, as language is used for expression and 
communication. The language a group of people speaks can sharpen and influence their 
beliefs about the world. This is because the vocabularies of a language can limit ones 
expression of ideas, thoughts, emotions and feelings about the environments.  Infact, the 
1999 constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria has made proficiency in English a 
kind of requirement for one to participate in the business of the parliament, the bench 
and the bar, civil service, social functions, economic activities, political activities, 
education etc. There is a great need for good mastery of the English language to enable 
one secure a good link with the outside world. On the need for a standard Nigerian 
English Adegbija  (2004:34) states: 
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 While many linguistic features that have been domesticated can pass the candidacy 
test of the English language in Nigeria; not every item of English language use in 
Nigeria is passable as “Nigerian English”   put differently, while Nigerian and every 
social group is free to domesticate  and speak English as desirable, every single variety 
of English cannot be referred to as “Nigerian English” , which identifies Nigeria and 
implies an emerging endo normative model or concrete internal norm development. 

 
The term OER was first coined during the UNESCO forum of 2002. It was 

meant to be like a free online public lectures and educational resources available for 
free through non commercial internet services. There are several methods of ICT 
assisted language learning   which can be used by students individually to improve 
language learning. Examples are;  
1. The internet chat room through text messages 
2. The e mail and G-mails  
3. The audio interactions through audio conferencing. 
These language learning methods and other OER available will help learners of English 
language to interact one on one with native speakers and other learners of English to 
improve their proficiency in the English language these aids will correct wrong 
spellings and poorly constructed sentences. 

 
It was projected   that   by the year 2015 education will be for all. The year 

2015 is almost running out has this projection been met? Has hundred percent (100% ) 
literacy in the English language in Africa achieved? Have we achieved hundred (100% )  
literacy in the English language in Nigeria ? These questions are rather hard to answer 
especially considering the fact that in the Nigerian context the term literacy has come to 
include being able to communicate fluently in the English language. He is an illiterate 
and he cannot speak nor understand the English language is a regularly made sentence. 
Answers to the questions raised above will hasten the need to look out for avenues or 
openings that will enhance mass education in Africa at large and Nigeria in particular 
massive use o of Open Education Resources   comes handy here. 
 
The Status of English Language and its uses in Nigeria. 

English Language can be seen as a second language, an official language and 
even a lingua franca in Nigeria .The discernible relevance of the English language in the 
21st century cannot be overemphasized. There is a high demand for this uniting 
language in a multicultural, multiethnic, and multilingual setting like Nigeria. English 
has emerged as the world s most sought after language as a very powerful driver for 
developing humanity globally. This in effect means that English language is one of the 
chief means through which citizens can get access to resources on the World Wide 
Web. English is the language of education, it is the language of government, it is the 
medium used for diplomatic relations in the world. It is the most dominant, language of 
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United Nations Organizations English language is the language of science and 
technology.    

Osakwe ( 2011;1) posits that communicating in and with English is a veritable 
tool for accomplishing millennium development goals (MDGS)   It is the drive to teach 
this very valuable language effectively and the several complains of a steady decline in 
student s  performance  in the English language  in Nigeria that has motivated this study 
on the usefulness of open education resources to the teaching of the English language .     
Since English language in this century must address the needs of students, traders, 
fishermen, cattle breeders and the society at large. Developing the English language is a 
core index for globalization and a touch stone for measuring national development. 
 
 What Is Open Education? 
On the development of Open education in the 21stcentury in Nigeria.  
 

Jegede (2004) opines; 
 The ever continuing growth in Africa ‘ s population, the attendant  

escalating demand for education at all levels, the difficulty of resourcing 
education through the traditional means of face to face class room mode and 
the compelling need to provide education for all  irrespective of environmental, 
social or cultural circumstances have meant that Africa must of  necessity find 
the appropriate and cost effective means to respond  adequately to the huge 
unmet demand for education. 
  
 Open education agrees with the intense, compressed and holistic global age of 
ICT because it is a modern day technology – driven, flexible, learner driven and self 
directed learning.  It provides an affordable, cost effective and flexible education for all.  
With open education resources and services special attention could be paid to females, 
physically and mentally impaired persons and itinerant communities. 

 
Open education can be used to reach a wider students population.  It is an 

approach geared at offering Africans en mass the right type of education both in content 
and relevance.  For now education is still for the privileged few.  With open education 
the opportunity to enjoy current and strategic teaching materials will be guaranteed.  
The numerous needs of communities yet unreached, marginalized, disadvantaged and 
disenfranchised will be attended to.   The educationally disadvantaged are  so  numerous 
in Nigeria. They include prison inmates, fishermen, women in purdah, nomadic 
herdsmen and school drop outs.  Open Education is education without limitations it 
allows a degree of openness that is not obtainable in the closed education. This open 
learning allows openness with regards to access, age, goals, methods, duration and 
location. The popular education is closed by virtue of barriers ranging from entrance 
requirements, time constraints, financial demands, geographical location, distances, 
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social and cultural barriers. Indeed, open education is one of the most recent 
manifestations of a gradual trend towards the democratizations of education. 

 
Open Education resources comes in the following forms: Printed materials, 

Audio tapes, video tapes, CD ROMS, Radio and television broadcast. These education 
materials is delivered through following channels: courier and postal services,  
electronic transmission in voice, data, graphic, terrestrial and VSAT wireless 
communication systems, internet and face –to – face interaction.  The rapid growth in 
ICT is a factor that has helped the growth of open learning. Open Education is ICT 
driven. 
  
How Open Education Resources can be Used to Enhance Literacy in the English 
Language 

Anything that is open and with little or no barriers is known to often spread and 
excel .Pidgin English in Nigeria is a clear example. The rapid growth of Pidgin English 
in Nigeria is a clear reflection of the eagerness of everyone to learn the English 
language, the language of the elites. Where access to learning English Language is 
farfetched or too expensive to get, citizens resort to pidgin, which is available and open.   
Pidgin is every where, on the streets, parks, markets, campuses, busses etc.   No one 
pays to learn it.   No entry requirement is needed to learn it. The time to harness open 
education resource  to the teaching of English language is now that  the world is getting 
more and more culturally diverse with every passing decade .This requires adequate 
steps to be taken to ensure that all educational opportunity and structures be kept open 
to app persons regardless of their cultural background, gender, location, and limitations.  

 
Language is the most important aspect of existence. It is the tool with which the 

prescriptions of existence are expressed.  These have made the global community to 
consciously or unconsciously choose few languages to be used for global 
communication .A global language is a language that is used in a global scale. This 
scale include geographical extensions, cultural assimilation and the ability of the 
language to be used in many  situations; as the language of education, international and 
diplomatic relations, electronic communication (Television , radio and internet) and 
probably, also the language of religion.  
 
Benefits of Using Open Education Resource (OER) in Teaching the English 
Language in Nigeria 

 1. Open educational resources are often used in the facilitation of educational 
 cooperation among countries. Such cooperation is made possible through 
 English language.   

 2. There is a paradigm shift from the close educational system to the open 
 educational system which is not school centered. Open Education Resources 
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 will support this shift as good quality data will be available to all whenever and 
 wherever. 

 3. With OER, learners of English will have the opportunity of interacting with and 
 learning from native speakers. 

 4. Globally, the trend of opening and sharing educational materials is irreversible.  
 The development of knowledge -  based society in the 21st century will be 
 maintained and strengthened through open education. Open education are made 
 possible by the adoption of digital technologies such as the internet and 
 multimedia resources and e learning and virtual programmes or online courses. 
 It is spread by the expanded availability of new digital technologies.    
 
Issues with English Language Teaching And Learning 

It is generally known that English which started as mother tongue of few users 
in Britain and America has spread and become second, foreign or alternate language to 
other parts of the globe. Without belaboring the issue, this English is used as a second 
language (L2) and an official language in Nigeria Without making a mountain out of a 
mole hill, it is good to add that the reality in the Nigerian language situation and other 
L2 countries with domesticated English is that a firm mastery of the English language is 
hardly achieved. Issues contributing to this are: the nature of the English language in 
itself and the problem of transliteration / mother tongue interference faced by learners. 
These problems are capable of stunting the growth of the English language, its mastery, 
and the dream of achieving mass literacy in the English language in the near future. 

 
Retroactive interference of mother tongue (MT) with second language (L2) at 

all levels of language studies is another problem. At all levels, rules in the study of the 
English language are few, but with many exceptions. This in effect renders the 
knowledge of the rules incomplete. Learners are expected to not only master the few 
rules but to have the exceptions at the tip of their fingers. Otherwise, the non native 
speakers are given to over generalization of the rules without being conscious of these 
numerous exceptions. 

 
A thorough look at the domain of grammar reveals that the commonest 

grammatical errors people often make is the violation of the rules of concord. Concord 
is generally used in English in the sense of agreement, harmony or cordial relationship. 
(Eka, 1994).  A review of the subject / verb agreement shows four rules and nineteen 
exceptions. For instance rule 2 states that when two subjects are joined by and that the 
subject is plural so a plural verb goes with it.  EXAMPLES 
 (1) John and James are friends 

(2) Boys and Girls are needed 
 (3) Trials and error are bad* 

(4) Bread and butter are ready*  
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While sentences 1 and 2 are correct sentences 3 & 4 are not.  Why? when in all the 
sentences two subjects are joined by “and”  

 
At the level of orthography and phonetics, the nature of the English language 

poses serious problems too. Orthography borders on spellings while phonetics deals 
with sound articulation in language, worthy of note is that there is an unfavorable   lack 
of correlation between   phonetics and  
Orthographic features, thus words are hardly pronounced exactly the way they are spelt. 
Examples are in words like; Chalet, Choir, Church, Honor, Knight, Tear, Plumber.  In 
the same vein, some words are spelt alike but pronounced differently like; Bow, Wind, 
Lead.  Others are spelt differently but pronounced alike ; Die/ dye, Cell/sell, 
Way/weigh, Know/no.   

 
At the level of word formation (Morphology), there is a serious inconsistency in 

the morphological rules. For instance the morpheme “er” is often added to a verb to 
form the noun form of words e.g. 
A person who writes is a writer 
A person who works is a worker 
A person who fights is a fighter 
A person who cooks is a cook. Why? 
 
With the above, English spoken by learners of English as a second language is often 
tautologous, anomalous or ambiguous.  These  and many more are the English language 
issues that must be considered and properly built into open educational concept to 
enable smooth teaching and learning of the correct variety of the  English  language, a 
variety that will be intelligible to the native speakers. 
 
Conclusion 

With open education resources the educational effect is robust. OER enhances 
international sharing and distribution of knowledge. In the English Language context it 
makes it possible for the learners to interact and learn directly from native speakers thus 
speaking and writing English language with little or no mother tongue interference. 
Also guaranteed is an expanded learning horizon.  Moreso, with the incorporation of 
knowledge of the nature of the English language into OER, the quality will be enhanced 
and the result will also be robust.  English language in Nigeria will be less tautogous, 
ambiguous and anomalous. 

 
Recommendations  

 1.  A repository of reusable learning objects should be developed with English 
 language  development and spread in mind and metal data required to make 
 them accessible and shareable should be developed too. 
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 2. There should be equity in the spread of the infrastructure and resources for OER 
 sharing.   

 3. Quality educational contents and ICT devices should be extended to the old 
 classroom based education. 

 4. There should be social agreements on OER sharing and availability of the 
 infrastructure for cross institutional search and distribution system are also 
 necessary for the sustainable development. 

 5. The learning contents in OER meant for Nigeria should be localized to suit the 
 Nigerian context and the linguistic scenario. 

 6.  Global platforms and strategies should be established an introduced for 
 collection of course materials. 

 7. Students should be encouraged to utilize commercial generic search services 
 such as Google scholar and services of vendors, public libraries,  NPOs and 
 public references services. 

 8. More portal sites, e –learning system, net commons system s should be opened.  
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